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The main objective in the management of Hazardous Medical Waste is the protection of Public Health and the
environment from the harmful effects caused by their collection, transport, treatment, deposition and storage. Their
management should be improved and made more sustainable by promoting the principles of the circular economy,
encouraging the reduction of waste generation, reuse, recovery and recycling, and the redesign of new products.
The one — way linear management with main target at energy recovery through the production of secondary fuels
(RDF Refused Derived Fuel or SRF Solid Recovered Fuel), is high in the hierarchy of HMW management
methods, but it is not the optimal Management.

The idea of considering waste as a resource and as a raw material in the production of new products
increases their life circle and can significantly contribute to reducing dependence on importing and finding raw
materials, preserving and protecting natural resources.

Directive 2008/98 introduced an innovative approach to waste legislation: ‘Waste recovery, whereby
'recovered waste can stop being waste' if with appropriate management, can serve another purpose or replace
other materials or be used in specific functions. The waste can then be declassified, and the new product can be
used in new activities serving new purposes. However, the concept of recovery implies a limitation. It must be
ensured that 'the use of the substance or object will not have an adverse impact on the environment or human
health' and that its ecological footprint will not be more significant than the corresponding product’.

The Institutional Framework of HMW in Greece, in compliance with the European Directives, defines
the basic principles and establishes the essential requirements for waste management. Strategy has the concept of
a long-term Action Plan that sets short-term and long-term goals over a decade, focusing on reducing production
and increasing processing, in specialized units. It specifies actions for hazardous flows, aiming for safe final
disposal, connecting waste management with sustainable development and focusing on succeeding in the
environmental footprint reduction.

The policy Framework should ensure public health, focusing on environmental compliance and
traceability of hazardous substances from source to destination. Encouraging Multisectoral Cooperation between
Health Systems - Waste Management Units - Treatment Plants - Citizens. Upgrading and investing in infrastructure
and environmental education of both the workforce and ordinary citizens, therefore to success carbon footprint
reduction.

By implementing all the above, healthcare facilities can transform the management of HMW from
environmental responsibility to Sustainable Management.
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