Circular Cities Forum Greece: Catalyzing Urban Transformation Through Circular
Economy
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Abstract

The Circular Cities Forum in Greece is a national initiative that unites diverse stakeholders to accelerate the
transition of Greek cities toward circular economy models. Founded by 21 Greek institutions and
organizations, and coordinated by the Hellenic Solid Waste Management Association (HSWMA), the Forum
integrates state authorities, municipalities, production and economic bodies, environmental associations,
academic institutions, and scientific organizations into a single collaborative platform. This interdisciplinary
foundation ensures that the Forum’s mission is both technically robust and socially inclusive.

The Forum'’s mission is to transform Greek cities into regenerative ecosystems where resources are used
efficiently, waste is minimized, and innovation drives resilience. Its actions include:

¢ Policy development and advocacy: Supporting municipalities and national authorities in drafting
circular economy strategies aligned with the EU Green Deal and UN Sustainable Development Goals.

e  Capacity building: Organizing workshops, training programs, and conferences to equip local
governments, businesses, and citizens with the knowledge and tools needed for circular practices.

¢ Pilot projects: Launching demonstration initiatives in waste management, sustainable construction,
renewable energy, and green infrastructure to showcase scalable solutions.

e Cross-sector partnerships: Facilitating collaboration between academia, industry, and civil society to
co-create innovative models for resource efficiency and urban resilience.

e (Citizen engagement: Promoting awareness campaigns and participatory projects that empower
communities to adopt circular lifestyles and contribute to sustainable urban transformation.

The Forum also acts as a knowledge hub, collecting and disseminating best practices from across Greece and
Europe, while fostering dialogue between local and international experts. By embedding circular principles
into energy, mobility, food systems, and urban planning, the Forum ensures that Greek cities are not only
environmentally sustainable but also socially inclusive and economically competitive.

Ultimately, the Circular Cities Forum positions Greece as a leader in Mediterranean sustainability,
demonstrating how coordinated national efforts can create circular, inclusive, and future-proof cities that
serve as global models for urban transformation.
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