
How to harmonize separate collection?
Best practices, local realities and EU wide needs

15 June

MONIKA ROMENSKA

REGULATORY AND PA MANAGER, EXPRA



EXPRA
in a nutshell
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EPR’s role in a circular economy
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Separate collection of PW in EU

This image cannot currently be displayed.



Separate Collection: Labelling on Packaging



Separate Collection: Labelling on Packaging



Important considerations for separate collection 
Best practices/experiences of EXPRA members

• Access to separate collection systems. For bring systems, use of KPIs for access to banks.
Example Eco-Rom: a target of recycling containers for every 500 residents and at a maximum
distance of 100m from each household.

• Mechanisms to minimise contamination. Example Fost Plus: transparent bags to identify
contamination and communication stickers to residents explaining why a contaminated bag was
not collected. Incentivised payments to contractors for supply of high-quality material.

• Communication. What should be placed where and how it should be presented. All EXPRA
members are active with communication. Example RINKI: information bulletins during prime-
time television. Reported increase in tonnage & quality after campaigns.

• Targeted interventions to improve performance. Example Conai: interventions in 5 regions in
2020 (8.3M inhabitants). Analysing waste flows, identifying objectives to increase collection and
quality, assessing sorting plant requirements, carrying out market research and feasibility
studies, and support with communication.



Important considerations for separate collection
– experience of EXPRA members -

• Use of technology to manage collections and sorting. Example Greenpak: network of iBiNs
fitted with smart technology where waste levels are constantly monitored with data fed back to a
central fleet management system informing drivers which containers require emptying.
Ecoembes SmartWaste: a digital system capturing information from all actors in the collection,
sorting and recycling ecosystem.

• Harmonisation of sorting centre output grades and specifications. Providing a commodity
input to recyclers and supporting high and supporting quality recycling objectives. Driving best
practice in sorting. EXPRA are active in this area through their work with CEN TC261 on Quality
Standards for Sorted Plastic Waste





Innovation in consumer communication: digital labelling 
(EAN Code, QR code, geo-App, etc.)

ASA Project "Augmented Shopper Assistant"



THANK YOU!



Back-up and background slides



 Raising awareness of recyclability and relevant guidelines,

 Providing information of cutting-edge and innovative packaging trends; 

 Strengthening the links between packaging producers and recyclers.

EXPRA P4R: Packaging for recycling

Objectives

The website provides a dynamic online information tool aimed at allowing users 
to self-assess the recyclability of packaging, according to a roadmap based on 
the following 4 recyclability critical control points:  

Design Labelling Collection Sorting



Labelling on Packaging - What 



Contact

info@expra.eu

EXPRA aisbl
2 Avenue des Olympiades
1140 Brussels – Evere
Belgium

www.expra.eu

mailto:info@expra.eu
http://www.expra.eu/
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