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INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVE

Mozambique is a low-income Southern African country. Managing solid waste is challenging, with low recycling rates and reliance on open
burning and dumping. Plastic waste (PW) generation is on the rise, mostly mismanaged, with around 2,544 tons emitted into the ocean [],
2]. If the current solid waste management practices remain, by 2025, over 280,000 tons of PW will be mismanaged, making Mozambique
one of the top African polluters [3]. This study aims to estimate the 2020 PW flows and stocks in Mozambique through a Material Flow
Analysis (MFA).

METHODOLOGY

The data was collected via interviews and retrieved from available
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Of the total PW in the waste management system, there is a potential to introduce sorting activities at the source coupled with
selective collection. It can then foster increased reuse practices and enterprise interest in recycling.

Information on PW sorting and recycling activities needs to be more organized and documented, particularly the role and impact of
the informal sector, which intervenes throughout the system from generation to final disposal stages.

Over 95% of PW end up in open dumps, with about 60% open burned and less than 0.5% recovered and prepared for recycling or
exports, representing a significant adverse environmental and human health hotspot.
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